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Letter from the Founders

We are honored to share this Annual Report with you. 2017
was transformational, as we consolidated our growth in our
key programs. We further strengthened existing partnerships
and began fruitful conversations with like-minded
organizations.

Traditionally, capacity building and “empowerment” programs
that target girls and women have focused on
low-skill/low-wage vocations such as sewing and bead
making. These professions, in-and-of themselves, are viable
and have created economic opportunities for learners in
marginalized communities. However, we become concerned
when the axis of all plans is limited to these options. We find
that in the long-term, these skills will not command higher
incomes, and will become increasingly obsolete as the fourth

LadeAraba Dr. Debisi Araba industrial revolution matures. It is for this reason that in 2017
o oundss Presiasnt Co-Founder/ Non-Executive  we furthered our drive to expose girls and young women to
Director the numerous opportunities available in the STEM fields. We

stimulated their interest and strengthened their understanding
of the technical and soft skills that will make them “interminably” employable. We want them to be sufficiently prepared for
the jobs of the future.

2017 also marked a new phase for the Foundation, as we witnessed the first round of students who have progressed in
their STEM journeys. Omolara Kassim, a 2014 scholarship recipient, graduated at the top of her class, earning a
(Honors) Bachelor of Science degree in Biochemistry from Lead City University. Her degree was awarded Magna cum
laude, and she graduated with a cumulative grade point average of 4.9/5.0. Hauwa Aminu, a shy teenager who attended
our inaugural STEM Summer Camp for Teenage Girls in 2015, gained admission to Nile University in Abuja to pursue a
degree in Civil Engineering. Her love for engineering and problem-solving was birthed at the STEM camp. Farida Kabir, a
young woman with a passion for making a difference, discovered her love for software development at our summer
Coding Boot Camp for girls. She learned how to code and subsequently obtained job offers for which she would
otherwise not have qualified.

Women in a number of African countries have traditionally only attained a percentage of the human development
outcomes of men, as reported in the United Nations Development Program’s annual Human Development Report. By

exposing more of them to cutting-edge skills and opportunities, we work to ensure that they are fully present and are
active participants in driving industrialization, job creation, and shared prosperity in their respective economies.

With your support, we will continue to empower talented African girls, as we build a pipeline of leading scientists,
technologists, engineers, mathematicians, and innovators.

Thank you for your continued belief in our mission.

With gratitude,



Dr. Debisi Araba Lade Araba

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUI
DIVERSE OUTSIDE-SCHOOL
ACTIVITIES
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Integrity

Accountability
Long-term planning
Effective partnership
Bold Leadership in the

STEM fields
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR 2017
STEM SUMMER CAMP FOR
TEENAGE GIRLS

Introduction

The science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) fields can play a critical role in driving job creation, higher earning
potential, and poverty reduction in Nigeria. The versatile skills acquired by students in STEM fields make them attractive to
employers across a variety of sectors. With strong analytical thinking and robust problem-solving abilities, these students
often have better employment opportunities and have greater access to well-paying jobs.

Nigeria, Africa’s largest economy, is a resource-rich country with a growing industrial and manufacturing base. Nigeria
requires a large number of highly skilled professionals to help her diversify her economy and harness her potential in the
non-oil sectors, for sustained economic growth and poverty reduction. Students in the STEM fields can become leaders in
their chosen fields. There are numerous opportunities available to them and they can select an exciting career path that



\

fulfils their intellectual curiosity, stimulates innovation, and transforms them
into problem-solvers in an increasingly complex and competitive economy.
For instance, they can undertake research and develop new drugs to treat and cure various illnesses; they can identify
novel means to harness Nigeria’s vast energy resources to meet the country’s growing energy needs, they can design
processes and machines to facilitate manufacturing, and can devise innovative solutions to many of life’s basic challenges.
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Schneider Electric West

ﬁfrrP ners FﬂWh The

Visiola Foundation

The Visiola Foundation partnered with Schneider
Electric West-Africa to teach students the

science and engineering behind Renewable
Energy.

Our Programs .
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STEM Camps for
Teenage Girls

Scholarships .

We provide scholarships to high
potential girls from disadvantaged
backgrounds to pursue STEM
degrees at our partner institutions:

Our STEM Camps for Teenage Girls
teach students valuable skills in critical
thinking, problem solving, and team.

waork, as they are taught to view the
world through the lens of the STEM
subjects. Students learn to build and

program robots, electronics, and me-
« Lead City University (Nigeria) chanical structures.

* Ashesi University (Ghana)
* Bayero University Kano (Nigeria)
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MORE THAN
STUDENTS

IMPACTED
SINCE 2014

After-School STFTNI CIubS. . Coding Boot Camps
for Teenage Girls

Our after-school STEM Clubs for Girls
are customized around the core
foundational literacies, competencies,
and character qualities required for
success in the 21* century. The content

Our Coding Boot Camps for Girls
teach young women aged 17 — 25
how to code as a foundation for

future careers in software
development, programming,
and tech entrepreneurship.

of our programs is designed to complement
the academic instruction taught

at schools, with emphasis on Science,
Technology, Engineering, Math and English.
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Program Growth

1,499

Applications received for our 2017 Summer Coding Boot Camp for 50 participants

98%

Of STEM Camp participants said that they’re now interested in and are more confident in studying STEM
subjects and in pursuing STEM degrees

70%

Of our After-School STEM Club

participants have built mobile

applications to solve societal

problems 2017

uss

100%

Of our students are inclined to use technology to create lasting value and impact

100%

Of our students with improved self-confidence and greater determination to excel
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In 2017, The Visiola
Foundation Taught 950
Students in 15
Government Secondary
Schools in the Capital

11 You Retweeted

Farida Kabir @reedahkh - Nov 24 y
This is just an appreciation tweet to @Visiola_Fdn my life changed completely

because of you.

Q1 3 07 &

Farida — Budding Programmer

My name is Farida Kabir and | am a budding computer
programmer. | started my programming journey threes

months ago (July 2017) when | enrolled for the Visiola
Foundation's Coding Boot Camp for Girls. | had no prior
experience. The mere thought of the word
“programming” scared me. | really thought | needed to
have an Einstein type of 1Q in order to learn. However, |
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Success Stories

"Hauwa, a participant in our 2015 STEM Summer Camp for Teenage Girls speaks about how her
experience at the camp ignited her passion for engineering and led her to pursue a degree in civil
engineering at Nile University in Abuja.
The first time | went on an airplane | cried my eyes out. It
wasn't the thought of being in the air that terrified me the
; most, it was the size of the plane and the sound it was
\ - 3 making. It was very terrifying but also amazing. As we took
: : off, |.fell in love and felt that | want to create things that are as
}m L ‘?’ : powerful. | do have a creative mind. | chose to come to Nile
' i University so | can improve on my creativity, work hard and
_acquire all the necessary skills to start my journey as an
engineer. | wish to learn many things both in the field of
enginegring and outside the field, but most importantly, | want
ished to work hard.

% ac ﬂhnm | loved m Create tnmgs put as | waﬁjgmwmg up that changed. There was a point where |
wanted to become many things, fashion designer included, but my sister fook me to the Visiola
Foundation's summer camp where the main focus was STEM (science, technology, engineering and
mathematics). | learnt many things including Robotics and Mechanics. | met many female engineers from
different walks of life. The practical projects made me think about the architecture of Dubai; which | love.
The desire to create came back all over again and when | went back to school | put more effort in my
science subjects. Attending the STEM Summer Camp is what influenced me majorly to become an
engineer.

After getting my degree at Nile University, I'd like to proceed and get a masters degree in structural
engineering then I'd like to work in Nigeria. Nigerians are talented people and ace almost everything they
do. There is one thing I've noticed though, we always do the same thing or build on what has been left
behind. We hardly do something different or improve what others have done. In Nigeria, collapsing of
buildings is a casualty if you read the papers or check the net. | want to improve our building skills and
build more stable structures. | also want to build more contemporary structures, sky scrapers to be
precise because | love tall buildings and they are a major source of tourist attraction which can generate
large income for my country and make it the fastest growing economy one day. After working for a quality
amount of time, | would like to take up research on many things including natural occurrences so [l find
out if my imaginations are true or not. | have so many questions in my head that | don't yet have answers
for.

Although engineering is what | want and it feels right to me, | had a very tough time deciding whether |
should study it or not mainly because of my background. | come from the northern part of Nigeria where
girls don't usually get higher education now and in the olden days, weren't sent to school at all. So my
family, especially my mom, believes engineering is a manly and odd occupation for girls. But | believe if
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BOARD MEMBERS
Keeping Us Focused and Accountable

Adebisi Araba, Ph.D.
Africa Region Director

International Center for Tropical Agriculture

Lade Araba

Co-Founder/President
The Visiola Foundation

Adeyemi Dipeolu, Ph.D.

Senior Special Adviser to the President
on Economic Matters Office of the Vice
President of Nigeria

Abdoulie Janneh
Executive Director
o Ibrahim Foundation

Obiora Okoye
Froject Director
General Electric Africa

Board and Advisory Council

GLOBAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
Panel of Industry Leaders Providing Strategic Guidance

Connie Chow

Founder
The Exploratory

Joanne Kamens

Executive Director
AddGene

Chidi Onyia
Team Leader
MIAF Power Team

Liz Wilson

Senior Executive
The Small Foundation

Our Partners and Sponsors
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Our Focus for the Year
The Visiola Foundation
in 2018

2018 is an important year of growth for us as we build upon our established
STEM programs. We will focus on providing our students with more
opportunities to gain valuable experience and to put into practice the skills
and knowledge they have acquired through our programs. We will support
students in our After-School STEM Clubs for Girls (ASCG) Program in
participating in regional and global STEM competitions, including the
Technovation Challenge. Our impactful Coding Boot Camp for Girls will
expand its reach by teaching young women in southeast Nigeria; which is
currently underserved, as compared to the southwest region. Finally, we will
expand our STEM Camps to streamline our content to solving practical
problems in the communities in which we operate. The theme of our 2018
annual STEM Summer Camp for Teenage Girls is, “Solar Power for Nigeria.”
We are pleased to further our partnership with Schneider Electric West Africa
in teaching our students the science, technology, and engineering behind
solar power.

Thank you for enabling us to invest in Africa’s talented girls!

“Education is the most powerful
weapon you can use to change
the world.” ~ Nelson Mandela
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info@yvisiolafoundation.org
www.Visiolafoundation.org

g @Visiola_Fdn

f /thevisiolafoundation

visiola_fdn

m lcompany/thevisiolafoundation
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