
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

We are honored to share this Annual Report with you. 2017 
was transformational, as we consolidated our growth in our 
key programs. We further strengthened existing partnerships 
and began fruitful conversations with like-minded 
organizations. 

Traditionally, capacity building and “empowerment” programs 
that target girls and women have focused on 
low-skill/low-wage vocations such as sewing and bead 
making. These professions, in-and-of themselves, are viable 
and have created economic opportunities for learners in 
marginalized communities. However, we become concerned 
when the axis of all plans is limited to these options. We find 
that in the long-term, these skills will not command higher 
incomes, and will become increasingly obsolete as the fourth 
industrial revolution matures. It is for this reason that in 2017 
we furthered our drive to expose girls and young women to 
the numerous opportunities available in the STEM fields. We 
stimulated their interest and strengthened their understanding 

of the technical and soft skills that will make them “interminably” employable. We want them to be sufficiently prepared for 
the jobs of the future. 

2017 also marked a new phase for the Foundation, as we witnessed the first round of students who have progressed in 
their STEM journeys. Omolara Kassim, a 2014 scholarship recipient, graduated at the top of her class, earning a 
(Honors) Bachelor of Science degree in Biochemistry from Lead City University. Her degree was awarded Magna cum 
laude, and she graduated with a cumulative grade point average of 4.9/5.0. Hauwa Aminu, a shy teenager who attended 
our inaugural STEM Summer Camp for Teenage Girls in 2015, gained admission to Nile University in Abuja to pursue a 
degree in Civil Engineering. Her love for engineering and problem-solving was birthed at the STEM camp. Farida Kabir, a 
young woman with a passion for making a difference, discovered her love for software development at our summer 
Coding Boot Camp for girls. She learned how to code and subsequently obtained job offers for which she would 
otherwise not have qualified. 

Women in a number of African countries have traditionally only attained a percentage of the human development 
outcomes of men, as reported in the United Nations Development Program’s annual Human Development Report. By 
exposing more of them to cutting-edge skills and opportunities, we work to ensure that they are fully present and are 
active participants in driving industrialization, job creation, and shared prosperity in their respective economies. 

With your support, we will continue to empower talented African girls, as we build a pipeline of leading scientists, 
technologists, engineers, mathematicians, and innovators. 

Thank you for your continued belief in our mission. 

With gratitude, 
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Dr. Debisi Araba ​               Lade Araba 
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The science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) fields can play a critical role in driving job creation, higher earning 
potential, and poverty reduction in Nigeria. The versatile skills acquired by students in STEM fields make them attractive to 
employers across a variety of sectors. With strong analytical thinking and robust problem-solving abilities, these students 
often have better employment opportunities and have greater access to well-paying jobs. 

Nigeria, Africa’s largest economy, is a resource-rich country with a growing industrial and manufacturing base. Nigeria 
requires a large number of highly skilled professionals to help her diversify her economy and harness her potential in the 
non-oil sectors, for sustained economic growth and poverty reduction. Students in the STEM fields can become leaders in 
their chosen fields. There are numerous opportunities available to them and they can select an exciting career path that 



 

 

fulfils their intellectual curiosity, stimulates innovation, and transforms them 
into problem-solvers in an increasingly complex and competitive economy. 
For instance, they can undertake research and develop new drugs to treat and cure various illnesses; they can identify 
novel means to harness Nigeria’s vast energy resources to meet the country’s growing energy needs, they can design 
processes and machines to facilitate manufacturing, and can devise innovative solutions to many of life’s basic challenges. 

5  
 



 

 6 

 



 

 

​  

7  
 



 
   ​ ​ ​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1,499  
Applications received for our 2017 Summer Coding Boot Camp for 50 participants 

98% 
Of STEM Camp participants said that they’re now interested in and are more confident in studying STEM 
subjects and in pursuing STEM degrees 

 

70% 
Of our After-School STEM Club  
participants have built mobile  
applications to solve societal 
problems 
 
 
 
 

100% 
Of our students are inclined to use technology to create lasting value and impact 

100% 
Of our students with improved self-confidence and greater determination to excel 
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2018 is an important year of growth for us as we build upon our established 
STEM programs. We will focus on providing our students with more 
opportunities to gain valuable experience and to put into practice the skills 
and knowledge they have acquired through our programs. We will support 
students in our After-School STEM Clubs for Girls (ASCG) Program in 
participating in regional and global STEM competitions, including the 
Technovation Challenge. Our impactful Coding Boot Camp for Girls will 
expand its reach by teaching young women in southeast Nigeria; which is 
currently underserved, as compared to the southwest region. Finally, we will 
expand our STEM Camps to streamline our content to solving practical 
problems in the communities in which we operate. The theme of our 2018 
annual STEM Summer Camp for Teenage Girls is, “Solar Power for Nigeria.” 
We are pleased to further our partnership with Schneider Electric West Africa 
in teaching our students the science, technology, and engineering behind 
solar power. 

Thank you for enabling us to invest in Africa’s talented girls! 
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info@visiolafoundation.org 
www.visiolafoundation.org  
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